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P A R K  D I S T R I C T  M I S S I O N 
 

Figure 1: Park District  Mission 

 

 

 

 

ά¢ƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀƛƴōǊƛŘƎŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ tŀǊƪ ϧ 

wŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ŜũŜŎǝǾŜΣ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ 

ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝǾŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 
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BAINBRIDGE  ISLAND METROPOLITAN PARK & RECREATION DISTRICT 

RESOLUTION 2026-01 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND METROPOLITAN PARK & RECREATION 

DISTRICT, KITSAP COUNTY, WASHINGTON, ADOPTING THE 2026 

UPDATE OF THE DISTRICTôS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 

 

 
WHEREAS, the 2020 Comprehensive Plan of the Bainbridge Island Metropolitan Park & Recreation District, 

also referred to as the Parks, Recreation & Open Space Plan for Bainbridge Island, is due for its 2026 

update, as required every six years by the Washington State Growth Management Act and the Washington 

State Recreation and Conservation Office; and 

 
WHEREAS, this update has included extensive public involvement conducted through public meetings, 

surveys, an online forum, and opportunities for public comment throughout the draft review process; and 

 
WHEREAS, from this public input, the 2026 plan has been updated and includes: community-wide, as well 

as District, goals and objectives; an inventory of current park lands and recreation facilities; a review of 

recreation and park programs; and, current demand and needs analysis incorporating Levels of Service 

measures for the Bainbridge Island parks, recreation, and open space system; and 

 
WHEREAS, the 2026 plan outlines implementation objectives and initiatives for the District over a 20-year 

planning horizon, most specifically the enumerated projects in the 6-year Capital Improvement Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, this update anticipates additional coordination and planning initiatives with community 

organizations and public agencies inclusive of the City of Bainbridge Island Comprehensive Plan, 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Bainbridge Island 

Metropolitan Park & Recreation District, Kitsap County, Washington, that the 2026 update of the Districtôs 

Comprehensive Plan be adopted. 

 
PASSED by the Board of Commissioners of the Bainbridge Island Metropolitan Park & Recreation District, 
Kitsap County, Washington, at a regular meeting thereof, held this 19th day of February, 2026, the 
undersigned commissioners being present. 

 
 

BAINBRIDGE  ISLAND METROPOLITAN PARK & RECREATION DISTRICT 

 
BY:   

Kenneth R. DeWitt 

BY:   

Jay C. Kinney 

BY:   

Rachel Pritchett 

BY:   

Tom Goodlin 

ATTEST:   

John Thomas Swolgaard 
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E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y 

Bainbridge Island is a unique community both geographically and 

demographically. Situated a ferry ride from the Seattle metropolis, it 

offers an abundance of park, recreation, and open space resources that 

exceed those of peer communities, despite its less  urban property tax 

base. The Islandõs median age of 50.7 also distinguishes it from other 

Washington communities, with the 65+ population expected to continue 

growing - a trend of note for long -range community planning.  

Parks, recreation, and open space are key to Bainbridge Islandõs quality 

of life. Park lands provide public access to the Puget Sound shoreline, 

forested areas, and athletic facilities. The recreational trail network links 

residents and visitors to recreat ion facilities, historic sites, public art, and 

scenic viewpoints. Together, the larger system provides the community 

with opportunities to gather, exercise, learn, enjoy special places and 

events, and conserve nature.  

Since 1965, the Bainbridge Island Park District ð voted on in 2004 to 

become a metropolitan park district - has served its mission to steward 

park lands and services dedicated to recreation, culture, and access to 

nature.  The Bainbridge Island Park & Recr eation District has the same 

boundaries as the City of Bainbridge Island, but is an independent 

jurisdiction, funded by a dedicated portion of local tax property taxes.  

Over the years, the Park District has partnered with community 

organizations to acquire land, develop parks, and manage facilities, 

extending offerings, beyond the limits of public financing. These efforts 

have created a diverse range of assets and program ming, from 

playgrounds and aquatic facilities to art classes and outdoor excursions.  

Throughout this update of the Bainbridge Island Parks, Recreation, and 

Open Space (PROS) Plan - also known as the Park Districtõs 2026 

Comprehensive Plan - the community provided essential direction for the 

PROS system. We asked how parks, trails, open spa ce, and recreation 

services add to peopleõs lives and can serve them better. We looked at 

maps to identify favorite places and experiences, along with areas 

needing improvement. We also discussed fiscal realities, scale of 

operations, and maintenance needs  - acknowledging evolving 

strategies to achieve community goals and desired service levels.  

This plan is a summary of that effort. It presents a snapshot of publicly 

accessible park, recreation, and open space assets.  Then it conveys the 

community input gathered through a statistically valid survey and public 

participation. Finally, it outlines strategies to focus future efforts on 

community goals, providing an updated Level of Service (LOS) and a list 

of actions to guide the Park District in delivering this plan.  
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Park District Land:  

2026 (1,644) 

2004 (1,116 acres)  

SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS SINCE THE 2020 PLAN: 

¶ 2020: Expanded Youth Sailing Recreation 

program and access to Recreational 

Shoreline Facilities ñ including a restroom, 

connection  to  2-mile  trail  network,  and  a  220-

foot -long dock that was paid for with 

community donations and state grant 

funding.  

 

¶ 2021: Completion  of  the  KidsUp! Playground,  a 

one -of -a-kind, inclusive playground at Battle 

Point Park, with a community fundraising 

through the Bainbridge Island Parks & Trails 

Foundation.  

 

¶ 2022: Recreation participation at the Park 

District  more  than  doubled,  despite  COVID -19 

pandemic, largely due to the opening of the 

Bainbridge Island Recreation Center (BIRC), 

with  over  50,000 Indoor  Facility  square  feet  for 

recreation and community programming.  

 

¶ 2023: Formation of the Natural Resources 

department,  encompassing  trail  maintenance 

and development, community stewardship 

programs, and the management of the 

Natural Areas, including conservation areas 

with the Bainbridge Island Land Trust.  

 

¶ 2024: Opening of new synthetic turf field at 

Woodward  Middle  School,  with  field  lighting, 

completed by the School District with 

donations from user groups.  

 

¶ 2025: Completion of the Island's first 

dedicated  bike  facility,  Strawberry  Hill Bike 

Park, in partnership with the Bainbridge 

Island Parks & Trails Foundation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 2: Park system growth  since  2004 inventory  

Noteworthy park system expansions:  

In 2001, Island  residents  approved  an  $8 million 

open space bond authorizing the City of 

Bainbridge Island to collect tax funds to 

purchase open space, forested areas, wildlife 

habitat, and properties for trails and passive 

parks.  The City  transferred  numerous  properties 

purchased  with  these  funds  to  the  Park District, 

as noted in Park Exhibits, Appendix E.  

In 2011, Fay Bainbridge and Fort Ward parks 

were  transferred  from  the  State  of  Washington 

to the Park District.  



ADOPTED PLAN |  2/19/26  |  9  

SYSTEM AREAS & LEVEL OF SERVICE 

(LOS) 

A key task of this planning effort was to 

create a structure for the community to 

evaluate and guide its parks, recreation, 

and open space system. A structural 

approach Is needed to understand 

purpose, functions, and relationships of a 

complex system with a vast array of public 

and private assets. This resulted in the five 

system areas  introduced  in this plan:  Active 

Use Park Land , Natural Areas , Recreational 

Shoreline , Recreational Trails , and 

Recreation (often housed within Indoor 

Facilities ). [See pages 23 -24 for more detail.]   

These categorize the system in a 

comprehensive manner that offers 

pragmatic approaches to understanding, 

developing, utilizing, and maintaining park 

lands, facilities, and recreational services.  

Another initiative of this update to the plan 

was to translate community feedback into 

measurements that reflect community 

values and interests. [See page 69, 

regarding LOS.]  For example, the previous 

plan accounted for 59.23 acres of park 

land per 1,000 residents as the metric to 

maintain amidst population growth. This 

method focuses only on the quantity of 

park lands, and it did not account for the 

quality or  distribution  of  system-wide assets 

across the I sland.  

 

 

Quantity,  Quality,  and Distribution  

[See Figure 3 ]  

Following guidance from the Washington 

State  Conservation  and  Recreation  Office 

(RCO), this plan now outlines a LOS metric  

that  measures  the  quantity,  quality, and 

distribution of park land and facilities that 

serve the community.  

Quantity: This plan uses a peer comparison 

to evaluate the quantity of park land and 

facilities provided on the Island. Four peer 

jurisdictions were selected based on 

population  size, median  income,  and  other 

factors. Compared to these jurisdictions, 

Bainbridge Island has significantly more park 

land, trail miles,  and  indoor  facilities,  earning  

it a score of 5 out 5 for each System Area.  

Quality: The Park District evaluated how 

each of its own assets meet their purpose 

and function within System Areas. On a 1 -

to -5 rubric, a score of 3 indicates that an 

asset or System Area is meeting its intent. 

The average  score  of  2.82 indicates  that  

there  is room for  improvement  here through  

the  addition of facilities, maintenance and 

renovation, environmental stewardship, or 

other initiatives aimed at improving the 

condition of park lands and services.  

Distribution:  Distribution  was  evaluated  by 

calculating the percentage of the 

population  within  certain  distances  from 

recreation access points. Scores were 

assigned based on RCO guidelines for 

service ranges, with an overall score of 4.6.  

There are access deficiencies to address 

but this indicates that the majority of 

Bainbridge Island residents are within the 

service ranges of park lands and facilities.  

 

 

 

 

 

Bainbridge Island PROS System Level of Service Scores  

 Quantity Quality Distribution 

Average 

Scores 
        5    2.82         4.6 

Figure 3: Overall LOS Scores (on a scale of 1  of 5)  
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LEVEL OF SERVICE: TAKEAWAYS 

The LOS calculation  shows that  there  is no 

shortage of park land and facilities, and 

that these assets are well distributed 

throughout the Island. Park quality is the 

area with opportunity for improvement, 

indicating the need to upgrade existing 

assets and maintenance levels.  

Improving park land quality does not 

exclusively entail large capital funding 

projects.  Quality  can  improve  strategically 

by  re-investing  in existing  assets, extending 

the application of limited funding. The 

Natural Areas average score of 2.5, for 

example, indicates a need for long -term 

land management strategies.  

As the  Park District  updates  capital  projects 

and long -range initiatives, the LOS metrics 

help steer towards community goals and 

the desired impactful outcomes. An 

evaluation process is delineated  in 

òSticking the  Landing,ó which then outlines 

implementation measures reflective of 

system needs and objectives.  

 

ROLES, GOALS, & OBJECTIVES 

The roles, goals, and objectives of the plan 

translate what we heard during public 

engagement around core community 

values. For each system area, this plan 

outlines long -range Community Goals that 

pertain  to  the  entire  PROS system, as well  as 

Implementation Objectives to be carried 

out by the Park District in the next six years.  

The list below  outlines  the  overarching 

Community Goals by System Area:  

 

Active Use Park Land:  

Meet the needs of daily  recreation  for 

people  of  all ages  and abilities  

 

Natural Areas:  

Conserve and manage the communityõs 

natural resources  by varied efforts to : 

¶ Increase  access  to  nature  where 

planned,  

¶ Conserve ecosystems of high ecological 

value  such  as streams,  wetlands,  and  salt 

marshes for the benefit of local flora and 

fauna,  

¶ Pursue climate resilience and the 

mitigation  of  environmental  impacts  

 

Recreational  Shoreline Areas:  

Enhance  safety  and  public  access  along the 

shorelines of Bainbridge Island,  

Preserve and  enhance  opportunities  for 

shoreline access and protection,  

Expand  water  recreation  within recreational 

shoreline areas  

 

Recreational  Trails:  

Increase  connectivity  of the communityõs 

trail network, expanding the access and 

useability of recreational trails 

 

Recreation:  

Provide opportunities for exercise, 

socializing, learning, and celebration 

through classes, events, performances,  and  

other  recreational activities  
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KEY VALUES GUIDE IMPLEMENTATION 

The ability of the Park District to facilitate 

Island-wide service levels ð both 

maintenance and improvements ð 

depends on the availability of funding 

and the capacity of partner 

organizations. New investments must be 

carefully vetted to ensure that resour ces 

are allocated in a way  that  best  address  

community  values.  A key addition to this 

plan is the establishment of key value 

considerations to guide Park District 

decisions.  

Implementation:  Key Values  

The following  values  guide  implementation 

initiatives:  

Safety: Properly maintaining facilities is 

crucial  for safe  usership. The management 

of park lands to reduce the risk of wildfire 

on the Island exemplifies this priority value.  

Access: This term and value encompass 

many  meanings:  accessibility,  affordability, 

distribution, and proximity being a few.  

Valuing access means striving to ensure 

that people of all ages, abilities, 

backgrounds,  and  income  levels can  enjoy 

park and recreation assets.  

Experience: Valuing experience means 

providing comfort, offering amenities, 

creating opportunities for community 

building,  and  fostering  pride  for  the  Islandõs 

history, culture, and assets.  

Ecological  Stewardship:  When  making 

decisions,  leaders  should  also consider 

ecological aspects such as habitat 

contiguity and aquifer recharge.  

 

 

KEY CHALLENGES AHEAD 

This plan comes at a time when the Park 

District is determining how to move forward 

amidst budget limitations. The immense 

system of  park  land,  facilities,  and  programs 

utilizes 94% of the current budget, leaving a 

small amount for capital improvements, 

requiring savings for necessary renovations 

and major repairs.  To add new  park  land or 

facilities to the system means not only 

drawing from a relatively small capital 

improvement budget, but to committing to 

the additional associated operation cost to 

maintain the park system.  

The collection of property taxes, the Park 

District's primary source of revenue, is 

controlled  by  state law  and  has not  kept  

up  with inflation costs. To ensure that the 

Park District  can  maintain  what  it currently  

owns and manages, this plan 

recommends a levy  lid lift to  secure  

necessary  funding.  This voter-approved 

measure will need to be considered during 

each six -year planning cycle of the PROS 

plan.  

In the next six years and beyond, the Park 

District  will continue  to  work  with  its partners 

to serve the community. It is through these 

partnerships that the Islandõs PROS system 

has grown to what it is today, a 

comprehensive system that critically 

contributes  to  the  quality  of  life for residents 

and visitors of all ages.  
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PLAN ORGANIZATION 

 

The Bainbridge Island Metropolitan Park & 

Recreation District (BIMPRD or the Park 

District) has been undergoing the process 

of updating its Comprehensive Plan, also 

known as the òBainbridge Island PROS 

Planó in line with the Washington State 

Recreation and  Conservation Office (RCO) 

expectation to do every six years. This  not 

only allows the Park District to maintain 

eligibility for grant funding, it is also an 

opportunity to connect with the public, 

check  in about  experiences, and  set a  

vision for the syste m of park lands, trails, 

and indoor facilities on the Island.  

This document outlines key findings and 

decision points related to growing and 

maintaining the assets that allow  

Bainbridge Island residents to recreate, 

experience nature, and enjoy public 

gatherings. These include assets owned  

and  operated  by  the  Park District,  as well  as 

those provided by partner organizations.  

While the plan focuses on priorities for the 

coming  6ð10 years,  the  missions and  plans 

already established among partners serve 

as the foundation of on -going efforts.  

This plan is meant to be both a resource for 

residents  to  understand  the  assets they 

have access to, and the guide towards 

implementing the shared vision of a shared 

system into the future. This document is 

organized into six sections:  

Who we  are:  

What  are  the  demographics  of  Bainbridge 

Island residents? How are they likely to 

change over the planning horizon?  

What  We Have:  

What  currently  exists within  the  park,  trail, 

and recreation system on Bainbridge 

Island?  What  is owned  and  managed  by 

the Park District, and what is offered by 

partner organizations?  

What  We Heard:  

What public engagement efforts have 

been conducted as part of this effort? 

What  priorities  have  we  heard  from  the 

community?  

What  We Need:  

How  do  we  evaluate  the  Quantity,  Quality, 

and Distribution of parks, trails, and indoor 

facilities?  

How We Get  There: 

What  should  the  Park District  prioritize,  and 

how will that be funded?  

Sticking the Landing *:  

Implementation  items  to  direct  future 

decision -making.  

How We Pay for It: 

Funding Strategies and the approved Capital 

Improvement Plan  

 

 
*  Title Inspired by gymnastic youth whom  

attended Stakeholder Meetings to 

advocate for new equipment and an 

updated venue beyond the school gym.   

In the budgeting game, they invested 

nearly all capital funds available over the 

next 6 years (6 cents on  each dollar 

collected) into a new gymnastics facility.  
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PLANNING CONTEXT 

The Park District Comprehensive Plan 

evaluates how the parks, recreation, and 

open space system (PROS) is serving the 

public. Each planning effort includes a 

focused public engagement process 

resulting in an updated vision for how the 

system should  evolve  to  meet  the  needs  of 

a changing and growing population. The 

table below outlines Bainbridge Islandõs 

past and projected population growth, to 

be consistent and concurrent with the 

Cityõs Comprehensive Plan . 

 

The graphic below shows the lifecycle of 

this PROS Plan; adopting  the  plan  is just 

one small part of the Planõs full lifecycle 

which includes implementation, 

monitoring, and periodic refinement.

 

PROS Plan documents must be updated  

every six years for communities to be 

eligible for grant funding from the 

Washington State Recreation and 

Conservation Office (RCO0. Under the 

RCOõs Planning Manual #2, a PROS Plan 

must contain the following:  

¶ Goals  and  Objectives  

¶ Inventory  

¶ Public  Involvement  

¶ Demand  and  Need  Analysis 

¶ Capital  Improvement  Program  

¶ Notice  of  Adoption  

Our District  

On September 14 th, 2004, Bainbridge Island 

residents  voted  that the local Park District 

become a metropolitan park district.  Per 

State code, metropolitan park districts are 

distinct from municipal jurisdictions in which 

they operate, with an independent 

property tax structure and elected body.  

Park Board  

The Park Board, comprised of 5 elected 

commissioners,  for 6-year terms, is the  Park 

Districtõs decision -making elected body .

 2020 2025 2044 

Population  24,825 25,530 29,349 

Figure 4: Bainbridge Island Population Growth 

Figure5: Comprehensive (PROS) Plan Life Cycle  
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Who Provides  Park Lands, Trails, & Facilities  on  Bainbridge  Island?  

The following diagram shows the partner organizations involved in providing and caring for 

Bainbridge Islandõs many  park lands,  open  spaces,  trails, and  recreational  facilities.  These 

partnerships  work towards supporting the community and maintaining accessible green 

spaces for residents and visitors alike.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 6:  System providers  and  their  principal  roles 
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Map:  Park, Recreation,  and  Open  Space  System Ownership  

 
Properties  that  contribute  either  park  land,  park  facilities,  and/or  natural  areas  to  form 

Bainbridge Islandõs Park, Recreation and Open Space (PRO) System 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7: Park land s map  by  ownership  
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W H O  W E  A R E 

Population  Distribution,  Income,  and  Property  Values  

Bainbridge Islandõs population, depicted on the map below, is heavily concentrated in the 

Winslow area. Parks, recreation, and open space investments around population hubs are 

part  of  a  community  strategy  to  increase  service  levels through  accessibility  and  convenience 

of the most residents. Sakai Park, for example, located in urbanizing Winslow and adjacent to 

concentrated populations such as the School Districtõs central campus, was a compelling 

acquisition, achieved by way of a voter -approved levy as we ll as state grant funding.  

While working with the City in planning for growth, such as the Greening of Winslow plan and 

an emerging focus to establish other urban areas in comprehensive planning, the Park District 

maintains a diversity of park lands, historically provided by way of land transfers, donations, 

and open space initiatives such as open space bond  program led  by the City. As a result, the 

Islandõs park  lands  are  widely  distributed  and  more  proportionately  among  less populous  parts 

of the Island. Thus, accessibility levels, examined below at .25 -mile walking distance from 

public  parks,  remain  a  critical  community  challenge  among  the  realities  related  to  the  Islandõs 

population distribution, density, income, age, mobility, disability, and socioeconomics.  

 

Bainbridge  Island  Within .25-mile  radius  of Park District  property  

 

 

 

 

Figure 8: Bainbridge  Island  home  values  

Although  Bainbridge  Islandõs median  home  value  is 52% higher  than  Washington  State  median 

home value at $1,076,200 (compared to $519,800) (ACS 5 -Yr 2019-2023), Bainbridge has just 

904 residents per square mile (ESRI, 2025 Population per square mile). For context, more urban 

cities like Mercer Island, Sammamish, and Edmonds are home to 4, 025, 3,343, and 4,893 

residents per square mile, respectively, providing a much larger tax base to afford the cost of 

public land acquisition or facility development. Despite the expectations associated with high 

property values and taxes on Bainbridge Isl and, the cumulative property tax revenue ð the 

Park Districtõs main revenue source ð is stretched far and severely limits the Park Districtõs ability 

to grow beyond the existing system.  

The map  on  the  following  page  shows population  concentrations  and  density  compared  to 

Seattle and Bremerton.  
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Map:  Population  Density  

Each  point  represents  50 people  

(ESRI, 2025 total  population by census group) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 9: Population  distribution  
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The table  below  lists income  brackets  and,  in the  òValueó column,  identifies  the  percentage  of 

local households per income -ranges. The relatively high median income on Bainbridge Island 

of approximately $150,000 can obscure the presence of lower income community members 

and the importance of accessible public parks, recreation, and open space. As  reflected in 

the òDiffó column, a higher percentage of low  to  moderate low -income households are within 

a quarter mile of public park properties (as the crow flies). This raises attention about 

economic needs in the immediate service area of existing park s as well as the importance 

they serve for providing accessible public spaces and services. Also of note, a larger 

proportion of renter households ñ shown to have lower incomes, fewer transportation 

choices, and less private open space ñ live within a quar ter mile of a park property (25% as 

opposed to 20% for the Island at large, ACS 5 -Yr, 2019-2023). 

 

Figure 10: Population  within  .25 miles of  a  park  vs Island -at -large  by  household  income  (ESRI) 

As shown in the figures above, households living within ¼ mile of park properties over represent lower 

income  brackets  and  have  a  slightly lower  median  home  value than  the  Island  at  large,  indicating  that 

the Park  District is not disproportionately serving more affluent households.  

 

Age,  Mobility,  and Disability  

Park service  priorities  take  into  account  population  age,  disability  rates,  and  types  of  mobility. 

The pyramid diagram on the following page compares Bainbridge Island and Washington 

State by 5 -year age distribution.  

The map that follows the diagram shows median age by census block group. Blocks 

surrounding downtown Winslow have a higher median age ð which is likely influenced by the 

large  number  of  senior living  communities.  This finding  has implications  for park  amenities  within 

that area, pushing priorities toward ADA accessibility and recreation opportunities that favor 

senior preferences.  

Just under  20% of  Island  households  have  one  or more  members  with  a  disability.  This number  is 

not disaggregated by type of disability ñ different types of disabilities have different 

implications for accessibility. However, this number does indicate the importance of providing 

accessible and inclusive offerings.  
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2,279 

58% of  Bainbridgeõs school 

age kids live within a 

quarter mile of a public 

park  

 

  

 

CŜƳŀƭŜ 

 

aŀƭŜ 

 

оΣффф 

Total Population Ages 5 to 19, 

15% of the Island population of 

25,530, among approximately 

10,200 Households , Total 

 

оΣффф 

Total Population Ages 5 to 

Figure 11: Age and disability  statistics for  Bainbridge  Island  

In this diagram, the rows show the percent  of male  

(orange) and female (red) residents on Bainbridge 

Island , by age -co -hort  (age span such as ò0-4ó).  

The gray outlin e represents  the comparable age        

co -hort c omposition of Washington Stat e residents . 

Note:  The statewide population is  comprised by  

significantly less of age co -horts 45+, and more  of  each l 

age co -horts otherwise (range of age  15 through age 44.    



ADOPTED PLAN |  2/19/26  |  20  

Map:  Median  Age  by  Block  Group,  ESRI, 2025 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12: Median  age  by  census  block  group  for  Bainbridge  Island  (ESRI) 
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Bainbridgeõs median  age  is 50.7 years old,  12.6 years  older  than  the  state  median  age  of  38.1. 

The largest population segment is currently females between the ages of 75 -79. 

Trend lines of local age -cohorts between 2010 -2030, below, show the decline in all cohorts, 

except for the population aged 65 and above (orange line.) This includes a decline in the 

òworking ageó segment  of  the  population  (blue  line).  While  this cohort  appears  large  on  this 

chart, it encompasses a critical 40 -year age span of the adult population, and, is 

proportionally low when compared to the state -at -large.  

 

 

Population  Change  by  Age  Groups  
 

 

Figure 13: Anticipated  population  change  by  age  cohort  for  Bainbridge  Island 

The declining share of school -age children on Bainbridge Island is a growing community 

concern, shaped partly by increasing housing costs and limited employment opportunities for 

the adult population. Parks, recreation, and open spaces help retain and attr act 

multigenerational  households,  especially  families  with  children.  Associated  recreation  services, 

including affordability levels, can help address quality of life factors and community health.  

 

 

Race/Ethnicity/Cultural  Awareness  

A stated aim of the Park District is to provide cultural experiences and to equitably provide 

park and recreation services. Around 84% of Bainbridge residents are White, and not of 

Hispanic/Latino  ethnicity.  Population  composition  is accounted  for  in the  table  below,  with  the 

column titled òValueó indicating various racial and ethnic components of the Islandõs 

population. The table also indicates, in the column titled òDiffó, the difference in 

representation of population components when we look at the households that are l ocated 

within a ¼ mile of public parks. Of note, the population composition within a quarter mile of 

park properties is more diverse when compared to the rest of the Island.  
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Figure 14: Population  within  .25 miles of  a  park  vs Island-at -large  by  race/ ethnicity  (ESRI) 

The Park District presently works closely with numerous non -profit cultural organizations, 

including the Bainbridge Island Japanese American Exclusion Memorial Association, co -

hosting a significant facility within the Minidoka National Historic Site at Pri tchard Park; the 

Filipino American Community Association, coordinating community -gathering facilities at 

Strawberry Hill Park; the Bainbridge Island Museum of Art, cultivating of art and public art 

experience;  and  the  Bainbridge  Island History Museum,  assisting with  historic  site interpretation 

efforts.  

Programming efforts by the Park District reflect an ongoing awareness of community needs 

and a commitment to serving the public. These efforts include a continual evaluation of fees 

when charged, an ongoing scholarship program administered by Helpline Hous e, and the 

incorporation  of  senior fitness insurance  programs.  Community  outreach,  evaluated  during  this 

planning process, effectively taps vast stakeholder and user group networks, from private pre -

schools and senior living providers to community service organizations such as Rotary.  One 

example  of  the  Park Districtõs pro -active  outreach  is the  engagement  with  the  Suquamish  

Tribe, recognizing the proximity of shared service areas while acknowledging the Tribeõs 

ancestral homelands and ordinary and customary use areas on Bainbridge Island. Please see 

Appendix D for a listing of historically and culturally  significant sites, including a map 

identifying geographic references in the native language that supports community awareness 

and acknowledgement efforts.  
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W H A T  W E  H A V E 

TAKING INVENTORY OF 

PHYSICAL & PROGRAMMATIC 

ASSETS 

PARK LAND & FACILITIES ON 

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND 

Bainbridge Island residents enjoy access to a 

variety of parks, trails, and facilities owned and 

managed by the  Park District  as well  as other  

providers.  By assessing how much park land there 

is, how it is being used, what kind of facilities are 

available, and how assets are distributed 

throughout the Island, we establish a baseline 

from which to determine how the system should 

prepare for and grow into the fu ture.  

QUICK DEFINITIONS: 

Park Land:  

This plan uses the term Park Land to describe 

lands that  are  used  for recreation  and/or  cultural  

activities. It focuses on park lands owned by the 

Park District, the City of Bainbridge Island, Land 

Trust, and School District. Park Lands tend to be 

outdoor spaces open to public use but may 

contain buildings with community, internal 

operations, or utili ty uses. 

System Areas:  

System areas describe how park lands are used. 

These uses are associated with various levels and 

types of site development, facilities, and 

programming. Within the physical inventory, we 

identify Active Use Park Land, Natural Areas,  

Recreational  Shoreline Areas,  Recreational  Trails, 

and Indoor Facilities. Recreation is an additional 

System Area which correlates in this plan with 

Facilities, particularly the implementation items 

related to Indoor Facilities which are available, 

programmed and planned for Rec reation use.  

 

 

Facilities:  

Facilities are indoor and outdoor assets 

that provide opportunities for exercise, 

play, gathering,  and  learning.  This 

includes  facilities  used  for recreation 

and community uses.  

This plan quantifies facilities across 

Bainbridge Island, beyond those 

provided by the Park District, shown in 

Appendix D, under the categories of: 

Playgrounds; Athletic Fields and Courts; 

Shelters and Campsites; Cultural Use; 

Special Use; Aquatic; Fitness  and 

Wellness; and Indoor Community 

Facilities.  

Amenities:  

Amenities are additional features within 

recreation sites that provide comfort 

and/or facilitate use. While accessory to 

the system function or recreational 

activity, they can be central to the 

quality of the human experience. This 

includes restrooms, benc hes, picnic 

tables, water fountains, parking areas, 

lighting, trailheads and interpretative 

signage, inventoried in Appendix D and 

then described within individual Park 

Exhibits provided in Appendix E.  

Amenities are considered  in the  Level  of  

Service Quality  scoring for each park 

but are evaluated in detail through 

related planning processes at the Park 

District, such as regular Condition 

Assessment Plans, and on0 -going 

maintenance plans that classify service 

levels.  
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SYSTEM AREA INVENTORY 

This plan uses five categories to inventory 

Park Land,  accounting  for  function  and  uses. 

Active  Use Park Land  

This is Park Land acreage that is 

developed for recreational and/or 

cultural  use. This includes  sports courts  and 

fields, playgrounds, lawns, planted areas, 

paved paths, and many more facilities 

and amenities that we associate with a 

classic park.  

Natural Areas  

Natural Area acreage is minimally 

developed, contains a high density of 

tree canopy, and/or is largely unpaved. 

These areas often contain trails to 

facilitate experiences in nature and may 

have  other  amenities  such  as interpretive 

signage, benches, and parking lots.  

Natural Areas may or may not have use 

restrictions, such as CC&Rõs, conditions 

placed on title by seller, previous owner, 

federal, state, or city required setbacks or 

other  use conditions  placed  on  the  site by 

the  Board  of  Commissioners  that  constrain 

different types of access.  

 

Recreational Shoreline Areas  

Recreational  Shoreline  is land  along  the  shore 

that is primarily used for water, beach,  

and/or tideland access. These park lands 

may contain facilities such as kayak 

launches, docks, or other structures that 

facilitate water recreation.  

Indoor Facilities  

Indoor Facilities provide recreation, 

culture,  and  community  spaces  within  

buildings.  

Recreational Trails 

Recreational Trails are paved or soft -

surface trails within or outside of park 

lands that are designed to facilitate 

exercise,  exploration,  and  experiences  in 

nature.  

 

The inventory summary below includes 

figures based on map attributes ( from a 

living digital inventory kept by Park District ) 

or on data from community organizations, 

when available.  

[See Appendix D. for total  acres  known  of  

agencies,  non -profits,  and  private  providers .] 

 

Provider  Active  Use 

Park Land  

Natural 

Areas  

Recreational 

Shoreline Areas  

Recreational 

Trails 

Indoor 

Facilities  

BI 

Parks 
165 acres  1353 acres  57 acres  52 miles  ḙ 146,000 ft2 

COBI 6 acres  115 acres  4 acres  ḙ 8 miles  * NI 

BISD 35 acres  NI * 0 ḙ 4 miles  * NI 

BILT NI ** 536 acres  * NI  ḙ 3 miles  * NI 

Others  6 acres  404 acres  * NI * NI * NI 

* NI = Not  inventoried  in this plan  

 

Figure 15: Park land  and  facility  inventory  summary  table  by  provider  
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Graphic:  Parks and  System Areas  

Park Lands may  contain  one  or more  system areas. 

Examples below:  

¶ Eagledale  Parkõs acreage  is entirely  Active -Use, and  it hosts one  Indoor  Facility , the 

Pottery Studio.  
¶ Battle  Point  Park has Recreational  Trails and  Indoor  Facilities  situated  in Natural  Areas  

and  Active -Use acreage.  

¶ Fort Ward  Park is largely  Natural  Area  acreage  with  Recreational  Trails throughout,  as 

well as Recreational Shoreline Areas acreage.  
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Graphic: Facilities Inventory  

Bainbridge  Island Park Lands contain  a  wide  variety  of  spaces  and  structures  that  facilitate  use 

for exercise, gathering, and other activity. This plan includes an inventory of key public and 

Park District facilities. Below, facilities are grouped into types .  This is not an exhaustive list, but 

out lines the Facility classification for this plan and quantified in Appendix D, PROS System 

Inventory.  
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Graphic:  Park Land  System Areas,  Facilities,  and  Amenities  

Bainbridge  parks contain  a  wide  variety  of  facilities.  Below,  icons  represent  facilities  categories, 

showing the wide range that some parks offer.  

 



ADOPTED PLAN |  2/19/26  |  28 
v 

SNAPSHOT: ACTIVE USE PARK LAND 

How does  Active  Use Park Land  serve  Bainbridge  Island?  

¶ Provides  opportunities  for  competitive  sports. 

¶ Provides  opportunities  for  informal  recreation.  

¶ Provides  space  for  day  to  day  gathering  and  events.  

¶ Provide  venues  for art,  education,  and  cultural  exchange.  

How are  Active  Use Park Lands developed  and 

maintained?  

¶ Grading  land  to  make  it suitable  for  desired  program.  

¶ Adding  facilities  for play,  respite,  and  gathering.  

What  kind  of Active  Use Park Lands are  there  on  Bainbridge 

Island?  

¶ Neighborhood Parks that provide basic facilities such as 

playgrounds,  trees,  and  benches  for the  people  who  live 

nearby.  

¶ Community  Parks that  provide  larger  or more  unique  facilities 

such as Indoor Facilities, large playgrounds, multiple sports 

fields, a pump track, or a dog park.  

¶ Regional  Parks that  provide  access  to  historic  relics or large 

natural areas with additional facilities such as  playgrounds, 

sports fields, or trails.  

What  kind  of facilities  are  found  in Active  Use Park Lands? 

¶ Playgrounds  

¶ Athletic  fields and  courts  

¶ Cultural  Facilities 

¶ Community  Facilities 

¶ Special  Use Facilities 

Related  Plans and  Studies 

¶ Sakai Park Concept  Plan and  Feasibility  Study 

¶ Strawberry  Hill Concept  Plan 

¶ Prichard  Park Concept  Plan 

¶ Bainbridge Island Japanese American Exclusion Memorial 

Development  and  Stewardship  Plans with  US National  Park 

Service  

¶ Blakely  Harbor  Park Conceptional  Studies 

¶ Bainbridge  Island  School  District  Long  Range  Strategic 

Facilities Plan  

¶ Bainbridge  Island School  District  Central  Campus 

Development Plan  

¶ Bainbridge  Island School  District  Woodward  Intermediate 

School Development Plan  
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Active Park Land  

EVOLVING SYSTEM STRATEGIES & 

Highlights since the 2020 Plan   

 
¶ Use of the Sakai Park Concept Plan and 

Feasibility  Study to  identify  desired  facilities 

and where and how to best pursue 

implementation.  

 

¶ Property donations facilitated by the 

Bainbridge Island Parks & Trails Foundation 

for Strawberry Hill Off -leash Dog Park 

expansion  and  installation  of  mountain  bike 

park Special Use Facilities.  

 

¶ User group  fundraising  for  the  installation  of 

Battle Point Pickleball and Sakai tennis 

facilities.  

 

¶ Community -wide funding campaign, 

including neighborhood fundraising, for 

renovation  of the KidsUp!  Playground and 

the installation of the Fort Ward Parade 

Grounds play space in partnership with 

Bainbridge  Island Parks & Trails Foundation  

 

¶ Park planning for Strawberry Hill Park, 

resulting in community -based plan for 

desired facilities with coordinated 

infrastructure,  development  guidelines,  and 

environmental impacts for permit 

facilitation.  

 

¶ Coordination with the City of Bainbridge 

Island in the area of programmatic 

permitting that recognizes best practices in 

the park planning and development, to 

include development standards for 

recreational trails and planting in public 

parks.  This coordination  has led  to  proposals 

to incorporate Park Zone in the Cityõs 

municipal code, developed through staff 

collaboration,  for consideration  in the  Cityõs 

Comprehensive Plan Update, with 

implementation regulations.  
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Active -Use Park Land  Acreage  
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Figure 16: Active -Use Park Land s acreage  by  owner  
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Graphic:  Sports facility  distribution  (all  public  providers)  
 

Figure 17: Sports facility  distribution  (all  public  providers)  
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Table:  Active -Use Park Land  Acreage  
 

Properties  Facility  Name  Acres  on  Site Land  Acres  that 

are Active -Use 

Park Land  

BIMPRD Aaron  Avenue  Tot Lot 0.7 0.7 

BIMPRD Aquatic  Center  (* BISD) 1.5 1.5 

BIMPRD Bainbridge  Island  Recreation  Center  5.7 1.5 

BIMPRD Battle  Point  Park 88.2 52.5 

BIMPRD Blakely  Harbor  Park 48 0.2 

BIMPRD Camp  Yeomalt  2.9 0.3 

BIMPRD Cave  Family  Heritage  Park 0.9 0.9 

BIMPRD Eagledale  Park 6.5 6.5 

BIMPRD Fay Bainbridge  Park 19.2 14.4 

BIMPRD Fort Ward  Hall 0.2 0.2 

BIMPRD Fort Ward  Parade  Grounds  2.5 2.5 

BIMPRD Gazzam  Lake  Nature  Preserve 471 1.7 

BIMPRD Gideon  Park 2.4 2.4 

BIMPRD Hidden  Cove  Park 5.6 3.9 

BIMPRD Hidden  Cove  Ballfields 7.8 4.8 

BIMPRD Hilltop  34.8 1.4 

BIMPRD Island  Center  Hall 2.3 2.3 

BIMPRD Madison  Avenue  Tot Lot 0.4 0.4 

BIMPRD Meigs  Parks 97.1 2 

BIMPRD Point  White  Pier 0.7 .3 

BIMPRD Pritchard  Park 36.4 1.9 

BIMPRD Red Pine Park 0.5 0.5 

BIMPRD Rotary  Centennial  Park (* WSDOT) 0.8 0.8 

BIMPRD Rotary  Park 9.6 7.2 

BIMPRD Sakai Park 22.9 8.2 

BIMPRD Sands Avenue  Ballfield  (* BISD) 10.0 7.5 

BIMPRD Seabold  Hall 1.1 1.1 

BIMPRD Strawberry  Hill Park 17.8 17.8 

BIMPRD Strawberry  Hill Bike Park 10.7 7.9 

BIMPRD Strawberry  Hill Park Addition  9.2 9.2 

BIMPRD Waypoint  (* COBI) 1.1 1.1 

COBI Civic  Center  Plaza 2.4 2.4 

COBI City  Hall 0.1 0.1 

COBI Waterfront  Park 5.8 3.1 
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Properties  Facility  Name  Acres  on  Site Land  Acres  that  

are  Active -Use 

Park Land  

COBI Waterfront  Park Senior/Community 

Center  

0.3 0.3 

BISD Bainbridge  High School  45 20 

BISD Blakely  Elementary  School  8.9 1 

BISD Commodore  Options  School  2.6 2.3 

BISD Ordway  Elementary  School  1.2 1 

BISD Sonoji Sakai Intermediate  School  2.3 2 

BISD xalilc  (Halilts) Elementary  School  3.8 3 

BISD Woodward  Middle  School  40.6 6 

 Total Active -Use Park Land  204 acres  

 

* = Property  under  other  ownership  

 
Figure 18: Active -use Park Land s inventory  by  p roperty  
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SNAPSHOT: NATURAL AREAS 

How do  Natural  Areas  serve  Bainbridge  Island?  

¶ Provide  respite.  

¶ Provide  places  for  exercise,  learning,  and  exploration.  

¶ Provide  critical  habitat  including  habitat  corridors.  

¶ Protect  and  clean  the  Islandõs water  supply.  

¶ Provide  buffers  between  roads  and  built  areas.  

How are  Natural  Areas  developed  and  maintained?  

¶ Developing  soft-surface  trails and  boardwalks  for 

recreational access.  

¶ Adding  wayfinding  signage.  

¶ Performing  invasive  species  removal  and  fire management 

(removing woody debris).  

What  kind  of Natural  Areas  are  there  on  Bainbridge  Island?  

¶ Agency -owned  natural  area  properties  with  trail  systems 

including woods, wetlands and some meadow.  

¶ Conservation easements held by the Park District and 

Bainbridge  Island Land  Trust (permanently  undeveloped).  

¶ Historic farm  properties.  

What  kind  of facilities  and  amenities  are  found  in Natural 

Areas?  

¶ Trails, boardwalks,  bridges,  stairs. 

¶ Bathrooms  and  benches.  

¶ Wayfinding  signage  and  interpretive  information.  

¶ Animal/habitat  viewing  areas.  

Related  Plans and  Studies 

¶ Bainbridge  Island Land  Trust Strategic  Plan 

¶ Critical  Area,  Wildlife  Habitat,  Soil Report,  Cultural  Resource 

Studies for various Park Lands and for established 

Conservation Areas/easements, such as Gazzam Lake 

Nature Preserve, Meigs Park, Grand Forest, Sakai Park, and 

Hidden Cove Park.  
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Natural Areas  

EVOLVING SYSTEM STRATEGIES & 

Highlights since the 2020 Plan  

 
¶ Acquisition  Strategies an d protection of 

the Grand Forest East, a 40 -acre 

addition to the Grand Forest, through 

partnerships,  highlighting  the  community 

facilitation role of the Bainbridge Island 

Parks & Trails Foundation and the 

community ecological stewardship role 

of the Bainbridge Island Land Trust.  

 

¶ Creation of a Natural Resource 

Department with full time staff positions 

for  managing  volunteer  programs,  trails, 

and land stewardship initiatives that 

include instituting programmatic 

development standards for invasive 

plant management, critical area 

protection, native planting, fire 

mitigation, and trail installation.  

 

¶ Expansion of Student Conservation 

Corps,  more  than  three -fold,  through 

grant programs and island -wide 

partnership, winning nation -wide 

recognition of its inclusion of  

 

neurodiverse  programming  coordinated 

with the Bainbridge Island School  

District. 

 

¶ Reinvigoration of Invasive Plant 

Management Program and the 

Cooperative  Weed  Management  Area 

program, responding to changes to 

local  services and  resources  from  Kitsap 

County agencies.  

 

¶ Implementation of land management 

plan  and  a  stewardship  agreement  with 

a private foundation for the Moritani 

Preserve, to include forest thinning, 

invasive species removal, and sensitive 

park uses among cultural facilities and 

site interpretation and historic feature 

facilities.  

 

¶ Park planning for Meigs Park, to provide 

access to nature, improve accessibility, 

provide  for  the  future  Sound  to  Olympics 

regional trail, and enhance the 

Conservation Easement area and 

associated wildlife corridors in  

partnership with the Bainbridge Island 

Land Trust. 
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Map:  Natural  Areas  Acreage  
 

 

Figure 19: Natural  Area s acreage  and  ownership  

м  
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Table:  Natural  Areas  Park Land  Acreage  
 

Properties  Facility  Name  Acres  on  Site 
Land Acres that 

are  Natural  Areas  

BIMPRD Bainbridge  Island  Recreation  Center  5.7 3.1 

BIMPRD Battle  Point  Park 88.2 35.7 

BIMPRD Blakely  Harbor  Park 51.7 40.8 

BIMPRD Bristle Ridge  6.7 6.7 

BIMPRD Camp  Yeomalt  2.9 2.6 

BIMPRD Fairy Dell 1.8 1.8 

BIMPRD Fort Ward  Park 133.8 113.7 

BIMPRD Gazzam  Lake  Properties  470.5 466.2 

BIMPRD Grand  Forest 278 278 

BIMPRD Hawley  Cove  Park 11.1 8.2 

BIMPRD Hidden  Cove  Ballfields 7.8 3.0 

BIMPRD Hilltop  (incl  Prue's House)  34.8 33.5 

BIMPRD John  Nelson  Linear  Park 0.8 0.8 

BIMPRD Lumpkin  4.4 1.4 

BIMPRD Manitou  Beach  Uplands  1 0.5 

BIMPRD Manzanita  Park 114.9 114.9 

BIMPRD Meigs  Park (1st & 2nd  acquisitions)  97.1 95.1 

BIMPRD Moritani  Preserve 8.6 8.6 

BIMPRD Nute's  Pond  31.8 31.8 

BIMPRD Pritchard  Park ( * partial  COBI, BILT ) 28.8 18.7 

BIMPRD Rotary  Park 9.6 2.4 

BIMPRD Sakai Park 22.9 14.7 

BIMPRD Sands Avenue  Ballfields (* BISD) 10 2.5 

BIMPRD Schel  Chelb  Park 1.7 .5 

BIMPRD Strawberry  Hill Bike Park 10.7 2.8 

BIMPRD T'Chookwap  Park 0.6 0.3 

BIMPRD Ted Olson Nature  Preserve 17.3 17.3 

BIMPRD Veterane  Open  Space  Preserve 8.1 5.7 

BIMPRD West Port Madison  Nature  Preserve 12.1 11.1 

BIMPRD Waypoint  Woods  (* WSF) 3.7 3.7 

BIMPRD Williams-Olson Park 4 2.4 

BIMPRD Yama  Property  at  Blakely  Harbor  Park 7.4 7.4 

BIMPRD 8-Acre  Woods  Park 7.6 7.6 

BIMPRD Foster Property  0.4 0.4 

BIMPRD Soutter  Property  10 10 
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Properties  Facility  Name  Acres  on  Site 
Land Acres that 

are  Natural  Areas  

BIMPRD Conservation  Easements  67.9 67.9 

COBI Bentryn  Farm Property  11.5 11.5 

COBI Crawford  Farm Property  2.3 2.3 

COBI 
John  Neslon  Park at  Strawberry 

Cannery Cove  
3.9 2.5 

COBI Johnson  Farm 14 14 

COBI Lost Valley  33.8 33.8 

COBI Lovgreen  Pit 14.4 14.4 

COBI M&E Tree Farm 13.0 13 

COBI Morales  Farm Property  4.7 4.7 

COBI Pritchard  Park uplands  4.2 4.2 

COBI Suyematsu  Farm Property  14.8 14.8 

BILTI Cougar  Creek  15.4 15.6 

BILTI Croker  5.04 5 

BILT Fletcher  Bay lots 1 1 

BILT Fort Ward  lot  0.2 0.2 

BILT Heart  of  the  Forest 19 19 

BILT Jablonko  14.2 14.2 

BILT Lindbergh  Robbins  Tidelands  1.8 1.8 

BILT Miller-Kirkman  Preserve 13.3 13.3 

BILT Quitslund  Family  Farm 19.6 19.6 

BILT Springbrook  Creek  Preserve 23 23 

BILT Winslow Rookery  0.4 0.4 

BILT Rockaway  Bluff Preserve 44.8 44.8 

BILT Manzanita  Ridge  Preserve 34.5 34.5 

BILT Gazzam  Expansion  6.2 6.2 

BILT NE Lovgreen  Preserve 14.8 14.8 

BILT West Bainbridge/Agate  Pass Preserve 12.5 12.5 

BILT Wildlife  Corridor  A 9.7 9.7 

BILT Wildlife  Corridor  B 9.9 9.9 

BILT Wildlife  Corridor  Expansion  15 15 

BILT Private  Conservation  Easements  275 275 

BIPTF Halls Hill Lookout  and  Labyrinth  1.3 1.3 

 Total Natural  Area  Park Land   2074 

Figure 20: Natural  Area s acreage  inventory  by  property  

* = Property  under  other  ownership  
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SNAPSHOT: RECREATIONAL SHORELINE AREAS 

How do  Recreational  Shoreline  Areas serve  Bainbridge  Island?  

¶ Provide  opportunities  for  water  recreation  such  as boating, 

kayaking, and swimming.  

¶ Provide  places  for  respite,  learning,  and  exploration.  

¶ Provide  habitat  for nonhuman  species.  

¶ Preserve public  and  less developed  shoreline.  

What  kinds  of Recreational  Shoreline  are  there  on 

Bainbridge Island?  

¶ Beaches  with  facilities  such  as boat  launches  and  docks.  

¶ Road  End beaches  that  provide  water  views and/or  access 

via Right -of -Way land.  

What  kinds  of facilities  are  found  in Recreational Shoreline?  

¶ Shoreline  Access  Facilities  such  as docks  and  boat  launches.  

¶ Community  Facilities such  as water -access  camp  sites. 

¶ Cultural  Facilities such  as memorials  and  historic  sites. 

¶ Amenities  for  access  such  as parking  lots and  stairs. 

Related  Plans and  Studies 

¶ City  of  Bainbridge  Island  Shoreline  Management  Plan 

¶ City  of  Bainbridge  Island  Eagle  Harbor  Management  Plan 

¶ Environmental  Protection  Agency  and  US Army  Corps  of 

Engineers  Remediation  Plans at  Bill Point (Pritchard  Park) 

¶ WA Department  of  Ecology  Remediation  Plan with  previous 

private property owners at Blakely Harbor  

¶ Kitsap County  Water  Trail Plan 

¶ Suquamish  Tribe Ordinary  and  Customary  Area  Use 
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Recreational Shoreline  Areas  

EVOLVING SYSTEM STRATEGIES & 

Highlights since the 2020 Plan  

 
¶ Renovation of Williams -Olson Park 

with Recreational Shoreline 

Amenities, including accessible 

parking area, picnic shelter, and 

interpretative  signage  honoring  site 

history and  legacy  property  owners 

funding improvements.  

 

¶ Staff design and build the Fay 

Bainbridge  Park Cabins  #4  and  #5, 

re-using building materials and 

improving accessibility.   

 

¶ Community -based design and 

permitting of Sail Float Replacement 

in coordination with City of 

Bainbridge Island and State of 

Washington Department of Natural 

Resources, pertaining to Aquatic 

Land  lease  program.  Capital  Project 

Agreement in place with Bainbridge 

Island Parks & Trails Foundation  

¶ Installation of accessible 

Recreational Shoreline Amenities 

and a memorial at Pritchard Park, 

working  with  private  donors  for costs 

and  extending  of  memorial  to  wider 

community.  

 

¶ Installation of Hawley Cove Park 

Boardwalk and re -route to protect 

natural resources and improve 

access  using grant  funding  and  an 

innovative low -impact installation 

technique per best management 

practices.  

 

¶ Collaboration with the City of 

Bainbridge  Island and  the  State  of 

Washington to provide additional 

shoreline access and safety 

improvements at the Schel Chelb 

Park site. 

 

¶ Planning  road  ends  on  shorelines as 

well as shore -to -shore access 

between parks with partner 

organizations, consistent with the 

Bainbridge Island Shoreline 

Management Plan.  
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Recreational  Shoreline  Areas Acreage  
 

Figure 21: Recreational  Shoreline  areas  acreage  by  owner  
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Table:  Recreational  Shoreline  Areas Acreage  
 

Properties  Facility  Name  Acres  on  Site Land Acres that 

are  Recreational 

Shoreline  Areas  

BIMPRD Blakely  Harbor  Park 48 7.0 

BIMPRD Fay Bainbridge  Park 19.2 4.8 

BIMPRD Fort Ward  Park 133.8 20.1 

BIMPRD Gazzam  Lake  Nature  Preserve 470.5 2.6 

BIMPRD Hawley  Cove  Park 11.1 2.9 

BIMPRD Hidden  Cove  Park 5.6 1.7 

BIMPRD Lumpkin  4.4 3 

BIMPRD Manitou  Beach  Uplands  1 .5 

BIMPRD Point  White  Pier 0.7 .4 

BIMPRD Pritchard  Park 28.8 8.2 

BIMPRD Rockaway  Beach  0.5 0.5 

BIMPRD Schel  Chelb  Park 1.7 0.6 

BIMPRD T'Chookwap  Park 0.6 0.3 

BIMPRD Veterane  Open  Space  Preserve 8.1 2.4 

BIMPRD West Port Madison  Nature  Preserve 12.1 1 

BIMPRD Williams-Olson Park 4 1.6 

COBI John  Nelson  Park at  Strawberry 

Cannery Cove  

3.9 1.4 

COBI Waterfront  Park 5.8 2.7 

COBI Lytle Beach (òRoad Endsó with 

developed  shoreline  rec.  amenities)  

.2 .2 

 Total Recreational  Shoreline  Areas   61.9 

Figure 22: Recreational  Shoreline  Area s acreage  inventory  by  property  

* = Property  under  other  ownership  
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SNAPSHOT: RECREATIONAL TRAILS 

How do  Recreational  Trails serve  Bainbridge  Island?  

¶ Provide  venues  for walking,  running,  biking,  and  equestrian 

activity.  

¶ Provide  for  access  into  Natural  Areas  and  Active -Use Park 

Lands. 

What  kind  of Recreational  Trails are  there  on  Bainbridge 

Island?  

¶ Soft-surface  trails through  Natural  Areas  or Active -Use Park 

Land.  

¶ Trails outside  of  parks. 

What  kind  of amenities  are  found  on  Recreational  Trails? 

¶ Access  amenities  such  as signage  and  benches.  

Related  Plans and  Studies 

¶ The Park Districtõs Trails Vision Plan, a  òlivingó implementation 

plan first adopted in 2020, outlines key recreational trail 

types, and goals for expanding and maintaining the trail 

system. The Trails Vision Plan, adopted with this plan, is in 

Appendix A.  

¶ City -wide  Mobility  Plan, replacing  the  Non -Motorized  Plan, to 

be adopted by the City of Bainbridge Island, as part of the 

Cityõs Comprehensive Plan 

¶ Bainbridge  Island Parks & Trails Foundation  Strategic  Plan 
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Recreational Trails 

EVOLVING SYSTEM STRATEGIES & 

Highlights Since the 2020 plan  
 

¶ Collaboration with the Trails Advisory 

Committee and partnership organizations to 

update the Trails Vision Plan that sets priorities 

for the recreational trail system and the basis 

of trail easement and development 

agreements  with  the  Bainbridge  Island  Parks & 

Trails Foundation.  

 

¶ Coordination with the City Mobility Plan and 

the  Bainbridge  Island Parks & Trails Foundation 

to connect Winslow to surrounding parks and 

neighborhoods and to the cross -island trail 

network.  

 

¶ Work with Bainbridge Island Land Trust to 

provide  conservation -easement -compliant  trail 

access into Gazzam Lake Nature Preserve, to 

include proactive closing and sustainable re -

routing of social trails.  

 

¶ Installation  of  connective  trails to  Park Lands, 

such as Sunny Hill to Nuteõs Pond and Fort 

Ward, Port Madison to Bloedel Reserve, and 

Lost Valley trails to Rotary Park.  

 

¶ Installation  of  an  accessible  loop  trail  as well  a  segment  of  the  Sound  to  Olympics  regional 

trail at Sakai Park, providing multiple access points ñ within urban -developing areas of 

Winslow ñ to unique landscapes, e.g. a wetland complex with pond, meadow with 

orchard, and the visitor -generating Cultural Facilities (presently, òPiaó, the troll art 

installation!)  

 

¶ Development  and  Maintenance  Agreement  with  the  City  of  Bainbridge  Island for the  Farm 

Trail. 


















































































































































































































