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Blakely Hill Road to be daylighted, decreases the

amount of impervious surface, and increases the

area that can be revegetated, thereby improving

the visitor experience.



5.1 Overview
The conceptual plan for Blakely Harbor Park pro-

vides public access to and passive recreation in a

rich and unique landscape. The plan protects and

enhances the park’s natural systems and provides

interpretation of the environment and cultural

history of the site.

The park contains built elements to support 

passive recreation and interpretation. These in-

clude parking, restrooms, picnic areas, trails,

boardwalks, a boat launch, and various interpre-

tive elements. The existing generator building is

remodeled to code for public access and for dis-

play of materials that explain the history of the

site during its era as a mill.

The primary entry is from Blakely Avenue, from

which all parts of the park can be accessed.

There are five pedestrian access points on

Blakely Avenue and Country Club Road. Primary

water access is restricted to the sandy beach 

on the north shore at the far east end of the 

park. Signs inform boaters and kayakers of 

this restriction.

Historical features are important to the plan.

Remnant structures and significant introduced

vegetation are identified and integrated into the

visitor experience and interpretive program. New

built elements are located to minimize any im-

pacts on valued historical features.

Trails are intended to be inconspicuous from

other trails and viewpoints. Trails and built ele-

ments of the park will comply with federal stan-

dards for accessibility.

The park is proposed to remain unfenced except

for a gate at the vehicle access point for after

hours security. Trails from various locations leave

the park with links to the Island-wide trail system

and to adjacent Island elements, including the

Port Blakely Cemetery and Yama, one of the his-

torical Japanese communities.

The plan divides the park into zones, each offer-

ing distinct visitor experiences, interpretive mes-

sages, and landscape character. These are illus-

trated on the plan and discussed below.

5.2 Park Zones
The narratives below provide additional detail to

the park zones identified on the illustrative plan.

An appendix to this report contains a more de-

tailed discussion of the interpretive elements. 
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5.2.1 Entry/Parking
Location

Parking and primary pedestrian entry is approxi-

mately 100 feet west of Blakely Hill Road on

Blakely Avenue.

Trail Length (round-trip from parking)

NA

Description

A sign clearly marks the park entry for approach-

ing visitors. A picnic lawn flanking the west side

of the entry offers views to the south side of the

harbor. The lawn is approximately 1 acre in size,

slopes south toward the harbor, and is flanked by

a native forest.

After entering the parking area, visitors are drawn

toward an anomalous shape in the gravel: A curb

outlined in the grave defines the "footprint" of the

old cookhouse. Looking closer, they discover a

description of the cookhouse etched into the con-

crete of the curb. This is the first indication that

this is the site of an historical community.

Precast concrete curbs define the parking area. A

gravel walkway 10 feet wide on the south and

west sides of the parking lot can be used for boat

and equipment staging.

Visitors are drawn from the parking area along a

pathway toward the water, and pass near a shel-

ter that contains restrooms and a drinking foun-

tain. Graphic panels in this area provide general

information about the park to visitors who pause

to use the amenities.

Interpretive Content

• Welcome to Blakely Harbor Park

• The Blakely Harbor Project: Sustainable de-

sign

• Introduction to site offerings and opportuni-

ties

• Who is managing the land?

• Donor recognition

• Etiquette: Guidelines for your stay.
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5.2.2 Harbor Overlook and Beach Trail
Location

The Harbor Overlook sits on a low bank immedi-

ately south of the parking area and restrooms.

The beach trail is accessed from the parking lot

and bypasses the overlook.

Trail Length (round-trip from parking)

300 feet to overlook and 600 feet to beach

Description

Beyond the parking area, the trail leads visitors

directly to an overlook above the harbor. This

area helps orient members of the public, whether

they are here for a brief visit or an extended stay.

Markers in the water and along the water’s edge

acquaint visitors with the layout of the huge

wharf and mill that once occupied the banks of

this small harbor. Looking inland along the shore,

visitors will envision the mill town as it once ap-

peared. Looking in the opposite direction, they

will see the refurbished power generating station

on the far side of a salt marsh. Graphic panels at

this overlook feature historical photographs of

the mill and town.

Following the trail down a created ravine to the

water’s edge, visitors emerge at the boat launch

and a small interpretive area. Depending on the

time of day or season of the year, fog may soften

the outlines of the view and lend mystery to the

scene, or sunlight may dapple the water as it laps

against the shore. From this vantage, level with

the water, it is easy for people to imagine the har-

bor in its various stages over time. Historical pho-

tographs of Suquamish tribe members gliding in a

canoe to the shelter of the harbor, or of tall ships

at anchor, will help bring the scene to life.

Interpretive Content

• Historical overview of the Port Blakely Mill

• The people who lived in the mill town 

• World events and conditions before the mill

was built

• Life in the historical harbor @ Beach Trail

• The harbor before, during, and after the mill

@ Beach Trail

• Watershed stewardship @ Beach Trail

5.2.3 Captain Renton Loop Trail
Location

This trail is east of the parking area, adjacent to

Blakely Avenue, and extends to the park’s eastern

boundary.

Trail Length (round-trip from parking)

1200 feet/0.2 miles

Description

Looping off from the Harbor Overlook, this trail

carries visitors through the residential heart of

the mill town, past the now vacant sites of the

Masonic Hall, Campbell House, Renton House, and

a couple of houses of mill workers. Markers at

each corner allow visitors to envision the outlines

and scale of these structures. Visitors can com-

pare the present landscape with historical pho-

tographs of the town and its buildings posted

near each structure along the trail.

A half-acre picnic lawn in the center of this loop

trail offers views to the harbor. From the eastern-

most portion of the trail, there is an exit to the
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proposed bus parking area and an off-site trail

along Seaborn Avenue.

Interpretive Content

• Life in the mill town

• Where did the town go?

5.2.4 Honeymoon Trail
Location

This trail traverses most of the north shore and

the meadow west of the log pond.

Trail Length (round-trip from parking)

4800 feet/0.9 miles

Description

This trail, which forms the central spine of the

park, is named for the "honeymoon" cottages that

the mill company built for sea captains and their

wives. These cottages stood on the west side of

the log pond. Mill workers living in the nearby

communities of Yama and West Blakely would

have passed this way daily.

The trail loop begins and ends at the Harbor

Overlook and provides access to all other park

trails except the Captain Renton Loop Trail.

The trail crosses both the seasonal Blakely Hill

Stream where it meanders into the log pond and
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Mac’s Dam Stream in a narrow intertidal ravine

surrounded by mature evergreens.

The Honeymoon Trail traverses diverse habitats

in the park—wetland, mixed forest, thicket, 

evergreen forest, shore, and successional mead-

ow. Bird blinds provide views of waterfowl in the

log pond.

Interpretive Content

• Log pond habitat

• Other habitats and plant communities of 

the park

• Nagaya, a Japanese community

• Yama, another Japanese community, and the

extended mill town community

5.2.5 North Jetty Trail
Location

This trail, a spur off the Honeymoon Trail and lo-

cated in the center of the site, traverses the west

side of the salt marsh.

Trail Length (round-trip from parking)

2000 feet/0.4 miles

Description

Much of this trail is along an elevated boardwalk

that crosses the salt marsh to the existing genera-

tor building. The trail ends at an overlook of the

north jetty. From this elevated structure, visitors

can view the length of the harbor and its sur-

roundings, with the main body of Puget Sound in

the distance.

A stair at the north jetty overlook leads to the

beach and the jetty.

Interpretive Content

• The old log pond

• Effects of the mill and town on habitats and

resources

• Tall ships from many ports

5.2.6 Refurbished Generator Building
Location

The generator building sits in the salt marsh on

fill that was once the center of the mill. The build-

ing is almost in the center of the park and can be

seen from most vantages.

Trail Length (round-trip from parking)

2000 feet/0.4 miles

Description

Stabilized, upgraded, and converted to a viewing

shelter for visitors, the fragment of the power

generating building will continue to be a signifi-

cant architectural element on the site. From its

prominent position at the head of the jetty, it of-
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fers visitors commanding views to the revegetat-

ed areas once occupied by the mill and town.

New portholes in the walls of the building provide

directed views that can be richly interpreted

within the power station without impinging on

the site itself. Each porthole can be sighted to-

ward a specific locale, such as the harbor, the

town, the mill, the shipyard, or the wharf. A

model, illustrations, and photographs of the

scene will interpret each view as it appeared dur-

ing the mill town occupation.

Access to the building is from an elevated board-

walk, the North Jetty Trail, or a beach walk that be-

gins at the Beach Trail (accessible only at low tide).

Interpretive Content

• Port Blakely Mill and the timber heritage

corridor

• The mill and how it worked

• Mill jobs and people who held them

• Influences of the railroad

• Demise of the mill

• Where did it all go?

5.2.7 West Blakely Trail
Location

This trail is in the northwest corner of the site,

near the southwest corner of Blakely Avenue and

Country Club Road. This is across Blakely

Avenue from the Puget Sound Environmental

Learning Center.

Trail Length (round-trip from parking)

4800 feet/0.9 miles

Description

This trail, another spur off the Honeymoon Trail,

crosses Country Club Road and follows Mac’s

Dam Creek to Blakely Avenue.

The trail provides a link to the Puget Sound

Environmental Learning Center (not open to the

public), the Port Blakely Cemetery, the West

Blakely community, and the new parklands to the

west of Blakely Harbor Park.

The western section of the trail enters a cedar

forest and runs along the top of a steep ravine,

following Mac’s Dam Creek. The trail ends at

Blakely Avenue.

Interpretive Content

• Surrounding communities that supported 

the mill

• Salmon stream restoration
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5.2.8 Yama Trail
Location

This is in the southwest corner of the site, on

both the northeast and southwest sides of

Country Club Road

Trail Length (round-trip from parking)

6000 feet/1.1 miles

Description

The portion of the park served by this trail con-

tains the sites of an old orchard and the Japanese

community of Nagaya. The trail connects to the

other features along Fort Ward Hill Road, includ-

ing the Japanese community of Yama, the site of

the Sawdust League baseball field, and Fort Ward

(now a State Park).

A spur off the Honeymoon Trail, the Yama Trail

traverses a mixed forest with relict historical veg-

etation. The trail crosses County Club Road and

ascends to the south on Fort Ward Hill Road, either

in the right-of–way or within the park property.

Interpretive Content

• Life in the historical landscape—Imagine

Yama

• The Sawdust League

5.2.9 South Jetty Trail
Location

The trail is in the southeast corner of the park

site. It is bounded by the log pond and Blakely

Harbor. Private property lies to its south.

Trail Length (round-trip from parking)

6400 feet/1.2 miles

Description

The zone served by this trail is expected to be

the least visited area of the park. It contains wet-

lands and has been designated environmentally

sensitive.

This area also contains some of the park’s most

mature forest and a pristine beach on the east

side of the south jetty. Removing the jetty would

probably lead to the erosion and eventual elimi-

nation of the beach.

From the south jetty and beach, there are spec-

tacular views of Seattle and Puget Sound as well

as a panoramic view of the park.

Interpretive Content

• Life in the historical landscape—Imagine

the harbor from here
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A significant goal of the park is to encourage visi-

tors to become more environmentally conscious;

to understand how everyday decisions affect

their lives, homes, and neighbors; in short, to be-

come stewards of and advocates for Bainbridge

Island, Puget Sound, or their own community.

To achieve these objectives, the interpretive 

system addresses not only natural systems but

also the history of cultural changes to the harbor.

Some techniques include exploring a salmon

stream firsthand; illustrating the importance of in-

terdependent habitats for salmon survival;

demonstrating how decay operates as an essen-

tial part of the food cycle; and comparing prehis-

toric biodiversity with diversity during the time

of mill operations and today. The hope is that vis-

itors will slow down, take the time to observe,

and come to understand both how systems work

and how they are intertwined with their own lives.

The park plan proposes many sustainable and

green elements and approaches—composting toi-

lets, on-site power generation, and preferential

use of materials produced with little energy or

with recycled content.

The park has many sensitive areas. The park plan

deliberately limits water access to the north

beach between the north jetty and the boat

launch beach and to the small beach on the west

of the south jetty. Access to other beaches and

shorelines will not be permitted. Visitors will be

asked to stay on the trail and to leash their pets.

Fragile landscapes and wildlife, such as the shore-

line or birds nesting on the ground, should be

viewed but not trampled. Streams should be out-

of-bounds for contact.

Visitor use of the salt marsh is one of the most sig-

nificant concerns. Signs will be used to restrict traf-

fic, but active education and some policing by park

staff or neighborhood stewards may be required.

The Park District is actively working to control

non-native vegetation within the park. This vigi-

lance should be ongoing after implementation of

the plan. Native plant communities are severely

impacted by species such as Scotch broom,

English ivy, and Himalayan and evergreen black-

berries.

Bainbridge Island has a strong tradition of in-

volving the arts in public projects. Blakely

6.0 Other Details and Considerations
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Harbor Park offers a rich palette of art opportu-

nities. Suggestions include publishing works of

creative writing and social histories of Islanders

with ties to the mill and harbor, and installing

totems that symbolically link the park to other

Island sites that have mill and harbor connec-

tions, such as the sites of the baseball diamond

for the Sawdust League, the Halls Brothers

Shipyard, or the Presbyterian Church. The op-

tions are many and the planning team endorses

inviting artists to take part in the upcoming de-

sign phase for the park.

The park site has been an active part of Island

culture. The evolving graffiti on the generator

building are clear evidence of this. Developing a

park will "civilize" the site and may deny activi-

ties that have become part of Island life. The

planning team recommends continued discussion

of methods to integrate graffiti or other cultural

expressions in the park.

The plan envisions the park as a destination for

visitors who come to enjoy its beauty and facili-

ties, as well as a way station for visitors for whom

Blakely Harbor Park is a nexus in the web of lo-

cales important in Bainbridge Island history.

The precise methods for presenting and support-

ing these connections within the park are yet to

be determined. Much of the Island’s historical fab-

ric is shot through with threads spun from the

mill. Housing, roads, farms, and people on the

Island should be acknowledged and honored in

the development of the park and the final inter-

pretive plan.

The park offers the opportunity for limited pro-

grams supporting the Bainbridge Island

Historical Society, the Bainbridge Island Public

School District, and the Puget Sound

Environmental Learning Center. The size of

groups should be limited, with use and access

controlled. Programs could range from stream

stewardship, First Nation use of the site, and

reenactments of mill town life, to annual dances

recalling the traditional Friday night dances at

the site of the Public Hall.




