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The Gideon family of Winslow, Washington, can

trace its roots back to Germany on the Gideon side and
back to Scotland and Ireland on the Harrison side. The
state of Minnesota honored Peter Gideon with a monument
to his memory on the old Gideon homestead at Lake
Minnetonka on Gideon Bay. Peter Gideon is known in that
part of the world as the propagator of the Wealthy apple.
He developed the apple in the late 1860's and named it for
his wife Wealthy Hull Gideon, a grand-niece of Issac Hull,
commander of the "Constitution" (Old Ironsides). I will
follow their offspring, Josiah Gideon, to Bainbridge Island
and its development.

In the late 1880's Peter's son Charlie went to Oregon
and settled in the coastal town of Waldport, followed a
decade later by his younger brother Josiah.

There Josiah met and married Margaret Harrison,
whose family also had come to the Waldport area, in the
1880's. ( It is not clear if the families knew one another in
Minnesota.) Josiah and Margaret stayed in the Waldport
area, where Josiah built and ran a schooner along the coast.
In 1902 the family moved to Seattle and within a short time
moved to Winslow, where Josiah found work as a surveyor
for the shipyard. Josiah would in the next several years
become Kitsap County's surveyor and would locate most
of the roads on the island that are in use today. Josiah died
in an auto accident in 1920.

b ]



By its very nature, life on the island was hard.
Margaret Harrison Gideon was a teacher when she lived in
Oregon and on the island she became a notary public. She
traveled on foot all over the island and became one of its
leading spokespersons. She began the first library and

~ initiated the first school. She wrote many articles for the

island newspaper and was a clerk for the First
Congregational Church on the island for forty years.
Josiah, as mentioned before, surveyed the island and put in
most of the roads that are in use today.

Josiah and Margaret had two children., Kenneth and
Edith Gideon. Kenneth grew up on the island and had one
of its first paper routes. He followed his father and worked
for a time as a surveyor. He would later venture off to the
wilds of Alaska and write a book about his exploits entitled
"Wandering Boy". He served in WWI and married a
teacher from the island, Gail Beuschlein. They had one
child, Robert Gideon, who lives with his lovely wife Peggy
in Fairfax, Virginia. They have no children.

~ Josiah and Margaret's other child, Edith Gideon would
become a teacher. She taught physics at Olympic College
in Bremerton, traveled the world, and piloted her own
plane. She never married and now lives in Bremerton.



Following the wishes of his mother Gail (Kenneth's
wife), Robert Gideon and his wife Peggy donated the
remaining 2 1/2 acres of the original Gideon property,
including a log cabin, to the Bainbridge Island Park and
Recreation District for use as a public park. The cabin was
built by Kenneth Gideon (assisted by his uncle William

| Harrison, a skilled carpenter, who added rooms at the back)

and is still in use as of this writing (1998) and can be seen in
the following pictures.

We are the product of our ancestors. They paved the
way that we now travel with such ease. They fought the
good fight and handed to us the fruits of their labor. The
Gideons and the Harrisons have a long tradition of
leadership and community development. They cared enough
to get involved and, as such, deserve our remembrance and
respect. Hopefully, this small documentation will give all
who come after, a sense of the price paid, the lives lost, the
dedication and determination of our forefathers to build a
better future for all of us.
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This is a picture of the Gideon Family before
the arrival of Edith. Kenneth was around sixteen
when Edith was born.
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Log Cabin on Bainbridge Island
built by Kenneth Gideon

Gideon Park
on Bainbridge Island
1998

The mere owning of a cabin does not make it a home. We must live
in it, people it with loved ones. We must seek it for shelter from
storm and strife, make it the throne of our best moods, the seat of
happiest hours.

Gail Gideon
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Kenneth and Gail Gideon laid to rest on the island that they
both loved.
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Building the Cabin

I told her I would build her a cabin. Told her that , I did, with all the carefree
enthusiasm of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon when he promised his young queen
that he would bring her native valley to the desert, and then with the usual disregard of
cost common to the Oriental potentate produced the Hanging Gardens. The king and
I had the same idea- to make our spouses happy. I had the advantage over the king,
however. I had a tractor and there was a one-man sawmill nearby. Also, one of the
neighbors had a truck capable of hauling the logs to the mill. All old Nebuchadnezzar
had was ten thousand slaves. A man couldn't possibly have any fun driving ten
thousand slaves around.

I came here with my mother and father in 1902. The place was covered with the
same trees that are here now, only then they were saplings - Christmas tree high - and
at even at that age I could see over the tops of them. The island had been logged off
years before and fires had taken everything that was left. The place swarmed with big‘
blue grouse, and now patient nature was starting the cycle over again. A small boy
could get no nearer heaven.

That thick mass of young trees kept reaching for the sky, the weaklings were
smothered out, the lower limbs on the rest died from lack of sun and when we came
back forty years later there were acres of tall straight poles waiting to help me make
good on my rash promise. The first problem was where to put it. My wife had grown
up in the mountains of Montana. That would have stumped even old Nebuchadnezzar.
But from one spot we could see the entire Olympic Range, and with a bit of ingenious
cutting and pruning of limbs we cut a tunnel through the trees, and the "Mountain that
was God" looked in upon us.

Written by Kenneth Gideon 1946
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